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Scientific and technical progress
The basis of scientific and technical progress of today is new informational technology which is very different from all the previous technologies. Thanks to up-to-date software and robots new informational technologies can make many processes much faster and transmit information more quickly. It is important today because the quantity of information grows rapidly. 
New informational society has its peculiarities. Firstly, more and more employees work in the sphere of service and information. Secondly, more and more huge databases appear to collect and store the information. And finally, information and IT become goods and start playing important part in the country's economy.
These processes affect social structures and values.
It becomes important to learn to get new knowledge quickly and sometimes to change your qualification. IT can first lead to unemployment, but later create even more workplaces especially for highly qualified professionals. While the hardest work can be performed by robots and routine calculations by computers, in the future people with the most creative mind and numerous fresh ideas will get better career chances.
On one hand technology development gives more access to professional and cultural information and leads to new forms of individual enterprises. But on the other hand there is a danger of total control of private life unless special laws are enforced by the government.
Another danger is «intellectual terrorism» when computer viruses block important programs.
There are other directions of technical and scientific progress of today.
One of them is the development of new ecologically clean sources of energy using sun, gravitation, winds or rain. New kind of transports and new agricultural methods that do not harm our nature are being developed today.
Breakthroughs in science have led to creation of artificial viruses for new medicines and products, body organs for transplantation and productive soils for growing vegetables and crops. Many new materials and technologies are being used in our everyday life.
All these innovations may have influence on our life, social relations and globally on our Earth.
The influence can be very different: from psychological and health problems of children who spend too much time online to an opportunity to prevent genetic diseases for future generations.
But the most difficult problems the humanity faces are global problems.
The first and foremost is ecological problem: pollution of air, water and soil, exhaustion of natural resources. Renewable natural resources such as oxygen, forests, flora and fauna do not have enough time to regenerate. This leads to different changes in climate and nature such as depletion of ozone layer and other things that has not been properly studied by scientists yet.
Other crucial problems include wars, epidemics, and demographic problems.
The only way to solve them is to work globally and in cooperation with other countries. And here the humanity should find a way to use new technologies for the common good. The solution of these problems cannot be postponed because otherwise people will have fewer chances to survive on this planet.
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Задание 1. Выписать и перевести слова в таблице. Вставить их в пропуски по смыслу.
	the table of chemical elements; electromagnetic induction; theory of relativity; telephone; the radio; X-ray; conditional reflexes; television; radium



1. Mendeleev created………. 
2. I. Pavlov discovered ……. 
3. A. Popov invented ……. 
4. A. Einsttein worked on the ……
5. Marie Curie opened …… 
6. J.L. Baird invented the ….
7. A. Bell invented the …
8. W.K. Roentgen opened …….
9. M. Faraday discovered ……
Задание 2. Выбери правильный вариант ответа.
1. …................... is the biggest planet in the solar system. 
a) Earth b) Jupiter с) Venus 
2. Neolithic people learned to make ……………, build houses. 
a. cars b. waterwheel c. pots and baskets 
3. ……………… engineers constructed a heavy plough. 
a. Roman b. Russian c. Greek 4. 
I use …………….at home. 
a. rake b. digging stick c. washing machine
5…………………… lived in the 17th century and studied physical laws. 
a) Dmitry Mendeleev b) Ivan Pavlov c) Isaac Newton 
6. The first man walking into space was ………………… 
a) Gagarin b) Leonov c) Bykovsky 
7. The first person to sail around the world was ……
a) Magellan b) Columbus c) Tereshkova 
8. Doctor Martin Cooper invented the first ……………. 
a) dishwasher b) book c) mobile phone. 
9. Penicillin was discovered by ………………… 
a) A. Fleming b) a. Bell c) J. Cook 
10. ……………… made the first telescope used for astronomy in 1609. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]a) Galileo b) Lev Landau c) M. Curie
